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Rules Committee means that ultimate control of pro-
cedure is no longer in his hands. He is thus more
than ever the servant of the party machine and recog-
nises his position. When Mr. Nicholas Longworth
was elected Speaker in 1925, his opening address from
the Chair defined his duties as both he and the House
conceived them: "I believe it to be the duty of the
Speaker, standing squarely on the platform of his
party, to assist in so far as he properly can the enact-
ment of legislation in accordance with the declared
principles and policies of his party and by the same
token to resist the enactment of legislation in viola-
tion thereof." So deeply is the tradition of i$r. Speak-
er's impartiality ingrained in English minds that an
Englishman cannot read these words without a
shock.

THE fear of mob-law, which did so much to shape the
decisions of the Philadelphia Convention, was never
more manifest than in its arrangements for the sessions
of the House of Representatives. A new House is
elected in November every other year, but does not
normally meet until the following January. More-
over, until 1933, no person elected on the second
Tuesday in November could enter on his duties until
the following March 4th. The provision dates from
the period when communications were slow and dif-
ficult and it is significant of American conservatism in
constitutional matters that it was not altered rill Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt's rime and then only to the